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Council Members  

Minister: Ron Zachman         
Vice-Minister: Kevin O’Connell 
Secretary: Janet  O’Connell 
Treasurer:Tom Geisler. 
Formation: Dcn. Kim Jensen 
Councilor: Cheryl Griese 
Spiritual Assistant:                            
Sr. Karen Niedzielski, OSF                     
Provincial Spiritual Assistant:                            
Fr. Ed McKenzie, OFM 

Gathering ~ 7pm 

3rd Thursday of the month             
Council Meeting: 6:15pm      
Mtg Rms. 1 & 2 St. Andrew 

Liturgy of the Hours  
the 29th week in Ordinary 
Time.                                           
Begin: Pg.  754                          
Hymn:  # 32                      
Canticle:  696                                                                                    
Oct. 21st Meeting 

Spirit Deadline                
29 day of each month      
Eva Jahnke, OFS~Editor

Jesus, Mary, Joseph Save Souls  
Jesus, Mary, Joseph pray for us                  

THE SPIRIT 
 FRANCISCAN  FORMATION                 
Gospel for Sunday, October 24th, 2021

        The Word of God                                                               
    

 As Jesus was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a 
sizable crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind man, the son of Timaeus, 
sat by the roadside begging. On hearing that it was Jesus of 
Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, "Jesus, son of David, 
have pity on me." And many rebuked him, telling him to be 
silent. But he kept calling out all the more, "Son of David, 
have pity on me." Jesus stopped and said, "Call him." So they 
called the blind man, saying to him, "Take courage; get up, 
Jesus is calling you." He threw aside his cloak, sprang up, and 
came to Jesus. Jesus said to him in reply, "What do you want 
me to do for you?"  The blind man replied to him, "Master, I 
want to see." Jesus told him, "Go your way; your faith has 
saved you." Immediately he received his sight and followed 
him on the way.     The Gospel of the Lord 

 By examining this week’s Gospel we can see correla7ons 
between what happened to Bar7maeus and what should be 
happening to us as Franciscans living in a secular society.  Because 
of its strategic loca7on along the trade routes, Jericho had 
become a prosperous city by the 7me Jesus visited.  However as 
today, and as in the 7me of Francis, the poor were oBen ignored.  
Not only was Jericho the home of many rich people, like Zaccheus 
the short liEle tax collector who climbed the tree to see Jesus, but 
many beggars and homeless people too.  Though he is rebuked by 
those around him, Ber7maeus is persistent in geGng Jesus’ 
aEen7on.   That is how we should be.  If we want something from 
the Lord, keep praying for it.  How oBen do we give up aBer only a 
few 7mes?  We are oBen rebuked by unbelievers who think prayer 
is silly supers77on, but when we are public about our love for the 

________
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PRAYER TO TAKE 
AUTHORITY

In the Name of Jesus I 
take authority and I bind all power 
and forces in the air; in the 
ground, in the water, in the 
underground, in the netherworld, 
in nature and in fire.  You are the 
Lord over the entire universe and 
I give you the glory for your 
creation.  In your Name I bind all 
demonic forces that have come 
against us and our families and I 
seal all of us in the protection of 
your precious blood that was shed 
for us on the cross.

Mary, Our Mother, we 
seek your protection and 
intercession with the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus for us and our families in 
battle against all the evil ones that 
roam the earth.  In the Name of 
Jesus, I bind and command all the 
powers and forces of evil to 
depart right now away from us, 
our homes and our lands, and we 
thank you, Lord Jesus, for you are 
a faithful and compassionate God.  
Amen

…If  God  abides  in  your  
home,  His  presence  cannot  

be  hidden…

Lord, we gain courage and the confidence of our faith is a powerful 
tes7mony to others.  Our world tells Catholics to be quiet, but like 
Bar7maeus we need to be calling out even louder.   Jesus is 
listening, “Get up, Jesus is calling you.”  Bar7maeus did not just 
take his 7me and slowly meander over to Jesus.  Rather he threw 
aside his cloak, sprang up and ran to Jesus.  Even without sight, he 
was drawn to Him.   Jesus, already aware of the answer, s7ll asked 
the beggar, “What do you want me to do for you?”  That is the 
same ques7on Jesus asks us every day .  Are we ready to answer 
Him, or are we going to have to scratch our head and think about 
it?  Bar7maeus knew exactly what he wanted, “Master, I want to 
see.”   Jesus immediately grants his request.  What a great thing to 
ask for; sight.  Each of us are just as blind as Bar7maeus was.  Blind 
to our own failures, lack of faith and selfishness.   We need to see 
Jesus as Bar7maeus did, as Francis did.   Francis was almost blind 
by the 7me of his death, yet his vision was clearer, more focused, 
than anyone else on earth.     Faith, hope and love, and consistent 
prayer will help us as Franciscans to see Jesus in that same light. 

                      Dcn. Kim Jensen, OFS~Formation Director               
_____________________________________________

SAN DAMIANO FRATERNITY 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO  OUR  NEW  OFFICERS: 

Minister~Ron Zachman

Vice~Minister~Kevin O’Connell

Formation Director~Kim Jensen

Secretary~Janet O’Connell

Treasurer~Tom Geisler

Councilor~Cheryl Griese

Thank you for sharing your gift of time and talent                          
we love and appreciate you…
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OCTOBER 

An exciting month…                                     
So many Feast days to celebrate.   

The celebrations of the Church for the month 

of October are all so wonderful and unique. 

The feasts of some of the most popular 

saints of the universal Church are celebrated 

during this month: St. Therese the Little 

Flower (France, Oct.1), St. Francis of Assisi 

(Italy, Oct. 4) and St. Teresa of Avila (Spain, 

Oct.15). These saints come from different 

countries and to make the feast day even 

more special we can read about the lives of 

these saints. Perhaps your family can pick 
one virtue that each saint practiced well and 

try to implement it into your lives.  The feasts 
in October also include two of the most 

popular, time-honored devotions of 

Catholics, the devotion to Our Lady of the 

Holy Rosary (October 7) and the Guardian 

Angels (October 2). St. Faustina (October 

5), St. Bruno (October 6), St. Callistus 

 (October 14), , St. Hedwig and St. 

Margaret Mary (October 16), St. Ignatius of 

Antioch (October 17), St. Isaac Jogues, St. 

John de Brébeuf an Companions (October 

19), St. Paul of the Cross (October 20),

 St. John Paul II (October 22), St. 

Anthony Mary Claret (October 24) 

and Sts. Simon and Jude (October 28).

The feasts of St. Francis of 

Assisi (October 4), St. John 

XXIII (October 11) and St. 

Luke (October 18) are superseded by 

the Sunday liturgy…Every person has a 

guardian angel assigned to them, and 

October 2 the Church celebrates the role 

of these Guardian Angels. We should 

show devout gratitude to God for placing 

these angels at our service. Having a 

guardian should give us confidence 

during all of life's difficulties. Every 

Catholic should know the Angele 

Dei (Angel of God) prayer and pray it. 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2014-10-02
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2014-10-02
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2014-10-02
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/calendar/day.cfm?date=2014-10-02
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MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the members of the San Damiano 
Community, are of the secular community 
established by St. Francis of Assisi, Seraphic 
Father. We are a family living in the world, 
but not of the world. We are striving 
through prayer, penance, and mutual 
support to live the Gospel life of Christ as 
inspired by St. Francis. We intend to be 
lights of Gospel living to those around us 
through our example and apostolic actions.

VISION STATEMENT 

We, the members of the community of San 
Damiano, recognize Christ’s voice in the 
Franciscan calling to go forward bringing 
the Good News of salvation to all people. 
It is our vision that by the strength of Jesus 
and in the spirit of Francis, we should rise 
above our fears, our hesitations and our 
weaknesses and put on the new man, there-
by become Christ to all and to our joy, find 
Christ in all.

Happy Birthday  

San Damiano Fraternity Members  

October~ 

   Cheryl Griese, OFS~October 24                      
Kim Jensen, OFS~October 29              

November                                                             
Pat H., OFS November 10,                                                                                                        

 Sr. Karen Niedzielski, OSF Nov. 16~    
Kevin O’Connell, November 24     

May Our Awesome God                                       
bless you abundantly.                                 

in the coming year. 

Pope Francis Intention           
October 2021                                                 

Missionary Disciples 
We pray that every baptized person 
may be engaged in evangelization, 
available to the mission, by being 

witnesses of a life that has the 
flavor of the Gospel.

Jerry Witzman, OFS…April 23, 2003                 

Lorraine Lock, OFS…July 2, 2008                           

Gloria McDermott, OFS…August 15, 2010                  

Sr. Marcelline Virnig, OFS…April 2, 2012         

Sr. Giles Weyandt, OFS…November 16, 2012        

Anna Gebbie, OFS…March, 2013.                         

Betty Lefebvre, OFS…September 24, 2015.             

Jack Longie, OFS…July 21, 2018                            

Louise Mulvaney…December 13, 2019                        

Dcn. Greg Steele…March 25, 2020                            

Jeanette Polejewski…January 11, 2021                

Mary Witzman…April 4, 2021.                           

May Christ, who called you, take you to himself; may 

angels lead you to Abraham's side.  Grant them eternal 

rest, O Lord, and may your light shine on them 

forever.  Amen

Please pray for our  
beloved deceased 
Fraternity members
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San Damiano Council/ Gathering                                                      
September 16, 2021 Meeting Minutes 

6:15 PM Mee7ng started with a prayer from Ritual of the Secular Franciscans 

This mee7ng was held at St. Andrew’s mee7ng rooms 1 and 2 

Council Members Present: Minister: Ron Zachman~ Vice Minister: Cheryl Griese,  Secretary: Kevin 

O’Connell~Treasurer: Cecelia Jensen, Councilor: Barb Zachman, Forma7on Director: Deacon Kim Jensen 

Other members in aEendance: Christopher Mathis, OSF 

 Kevin read the Council Minutes- Cheryl made a mo7on to accept the Council Minutes as read.  

Deacon Kim seconded Mo7on carries…Cecelia  read the treasury report for 01-31 August  2021.  Kevin 

made a mo7on to accept the treasury minutes as read ~Barb Z  seconded the mo7on~ Mo7on carries 

Old Business: 

A. Pat Hendrickson Ac7ve Excused 

B. Transitus 

C. Bingo 

D. Elec7ons 

New Business: 

A. Transitus is on October 3 at 7PM-- Kevin contacted Melissa and we are on the calendar.  Please enter 

through door B. Janet will make the cookies.  Please bring the readings with you that Barb Z gave.   

B. St. Andrew Bingo  Ron is the bingo chair and for those working a shiB read the directions and 
come early for your shiB. 

C.  John and Theresa Lucia have asked to return to our fraternity. 

D. Kim Pappas Regional Vice Minister chaired the elec7ons for tonight. 

E. Results from the elec7ons: 

 Minister~ Ron Zachman~Vice Minister Kevin O’Connell~Secretary Janet O’Connell~Treasurer Tom  

 Geissler~Forma7on Director Deacon Kim Jensen~Councilor Chery Greise 

F. Masses for Jason Jahnke at St Andrew and Epiphany (Masses at Epiphany I’m not sure of those dates) 

Thursday December 2 

Wednesday December 8 

Thursday December 30 

G. Forma7on;  read and reflect on page 83 to the end of the chapter 

 The Funeral Mass for Jason Jahnke will be: September 25 at 11 with Visita7on at 10 at St.   

 Andrew’s church.   

Cheryl  made a mo7on to close mee7ng- Barb Z seconded mo7on - Mo7on carries 

Mee7ng was closed with a prayer.~~~Next mee7ng will be on October 21, 2021,~ K. O’Connell, Secretary 


